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22 June 2018 

 

The Honourable Bruce Lander QC  
Independent Commissioner Against Corruption 

 

  By Email Only: evaluation@icac.sa.gov.au 

 

Dear Commissioner 

 

Evaluation of SafeWork SA 

 

As you know, we act for Ms Pam Gurner-Hall (widow of Mr Jorge Castillo-Riffo), the 

Construction, Forestry, Mining, Maritime and Energy Union and the Australian Workers 

Union. 

 

We are instructed to make the following submission to your evaluation of SafeWork SA. 

 

Introduction 

1. Our clients each have long-standing grave concerns (particularly long-standing in 

relation to the CFMEU and the AWU) about the efficacy of SafeWork SA in 

relation to the enforcement of workplace safety law. 

 

2. Essentially, our clients consider that contraventions of workplace safety laws are, 

in the main, not the subject of enforcement action by SafeWork SA. There is a 

desperate need for more and stronger enforcement of workplace safety laws. 

 

3. The frequent lack of enforcement has led to widespread disregard of workplace 

safety obligations, leading to more injuries and deaths.  

 

4. Our clients believe that the reduction in the raw figures concerning workplace 

injuries relates more to the shift in the South Australian economy away from 

industries which have historically and still cause injury, to more sedentary work, 

rather than adequate improvement in workplace safety practices. An additional 

factor is the tightening of the definition of workplace injuries for workers 

compensation purposes over time, thus excluding injuries which would previously 

have been recognised as work caused. 

 

5. As we have explained, a coronial inquest into the death of Mr Jorge Castillo-Riffo 

is part heard (the inquest). Evidence received in the inquest provides examples 

which corroborate the concerns held by our clients, and material speaking to 

substantial opportunity to improve the enforcement of workplace health and safety 

laws. 

 

6. Including because SafeWork SA is a party participating in that inquest, our clients 

assume your evaluation has access to the exhibits and transcript of the inquest.  
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Timing of events in this evaluation 

 

53. Our clients are respectful of the views you have expressed in response to their 

request for amendments to the timing of events in this evaluation. 

 

54. Our clients continue to submit that amendments to the timeframes are 

appropriate to allow submissions at least after further evidence about the 

investigation of Mr Jorge Castillo-Riffo’s death is adduced from SafeWork SA 

officials in August this year, and ideally after the inquest has reported 

 

55.  

 

 

 

 

 








