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Guidelines for  
Ministers of the Crown
These guidelines are prepared in accordance with section 8 and section 14  
of the Public Interest Disclosure Act 2018 (PID Act).

The PID Act contains a special provision which addresses the manner in which 
Ministers of the Crown must deal with disclosures of public interest information.

Section 7(5) of the PID Act provides:

(5) If an appropriate disclosure of public interest information is made 
to a Minister of the Crown, the following provisions apply:

(a)  the Minister must, as soon as practicable, refer the 
disclosure to a relevant authority; and

(b)  the relevant authority—

(i)  must deal with the information in accordance with this section 
(as if the disclosure had been made to the relevant authority); and

(ii)  must ensure that the Minister is notified of the action 
taken under this section in relation to the information 
and the outcome of such action.

> See PID Act, section 7(1)

The following guidelines apply only to Ministers of the Crown:

1. A Minister may authorise one or more personal staff from within the 
Minister’s office to assist the Minister to receive disclosures of public 
interest information and refer those disclosures in accordance with 
section 7(5) of the PID Act and those authorised staff will be permitted 
to know the identity of an informant making a disclosure to the Minister 
under the PID Act.  A Minister must ensure that a register is maintained 
of staff authorised in accordance with this guideline and that register 
must be made available to the Office for Public Integrity upon request. 

2. A Minister may, when referring a disclosure to a relevant authority in  
accordance with section 7(5)(a) of the PID Act, divulge in that referral  
the identity of the informant.
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