
CHANGES TO THE ICAC ACT, 
NOVEMBER 2014
UNDERSTANDING THE AMENDMENTS
On 27 November 2014, the Independent 
Commissioner Against Corruption Act 2012 
(ICAC Act) was amended by the  
Independent Commissioner Against  
Corruption (Miscellaneous) Amendment 
Act 2014.

The ICAC Act can be accessed from the ICAC 
website. This factsheet summarises some 
of the important changes.

WHAT HAS CHANGED?

Confidentiality

There is a new definition of ‘publish’.  The 
word ‘publish’, for the purposes of the ICAC 
Act, now means:

a) publish by newspaper, radio  
 or television; or

b) publish by the internet or other  
 electronic means of creating and  
 sharing content with the public  
 or participating in social   
 networking with the public; or

c) publish by any similar means  
 of communication to the public.

A person is no longer prohibited from 
informing another person that he or she has 
made a complaint or report to the Office for 
Public Integrity (OPI), or about the particu-
lars of that complaint or report.

Assessments

For the purposes of an assessment, the 
Commissioner or the OPI can, by written 
notice, require an inquiry agency, public 
authority or public officer to produce 
a written statement of information about 
a specified matter, or to answer specified 
questions within a specified period and in a 
specified form, verified if the written notice 
so requires by statutory declaration.  It is 
an offence for a person to refuse or fail 
to comply with a notice.

Search Warrants

The Commissioner can now delegate the 
power to issue a search warrant to an 
examiner appointed under the ICAC Act.

The Commissioner, or an examiner with del-
egated authority, can issue a search warrant 
empowering an investigator to enter and 
search a place occupied or used, or a vehi-
cle owned or used, by an inquiry agency, 
public authority or public officer wholly 
or primarily for official purposes.

WHAT HASN’T CHANGED?

Corruption, Misconduct 
and Maladministration

The definitions of corruption, misconduct 
and maladministration in public administra-
tion have not changed.

Reporting Obligations

The reporting obligations for inquiry agen-
cies, public authorities and public officers, 
contained in the Directions and Guidelines, 
have not changed.

Publication

It is still an offence for a person to publish, 
or cause to be published:

a) information tending to suggest  
 that a particular person is, has  
 been, may be, or may have been,  
 the subject of a complaint, report,  
 assessment, investigation or  
 referral under the ICAC Act; or

b) information that might enable  
 a person who has made a  
 complaint or report under the  
 ICAC Act to be identified   
 or located; or

c) the fact that a person has made  
 or may be about to make a  
 complaint or report under the  
 ICAC Act; 

d) information that might enable  
 a person who has given or may  
 be about to give information  
 or other evidence under the  
 ICAC Act to be identified   
 or located; or

e) the fact that a person has given  
 or may be about to give  
 information or other evidence  
 under the ICAC Act;

f) any other information or evidence  
 the publication of which is  
 prohibited by the Commissioner,

unless authorised by the Commissioner or a 
court hearing proceedings for an offence 
against the ICAC Act.

Confidentiality

A person who receives information which 
is disclosed by the OPI or ICAC (that 
is connected with a matter that is the sub-
ject of a complaint, report, assessment, 
investigation, referral or evaluation under 
the ICAC Act) must treat the information 
as confidential unless informed in writing 
by the Commissioner.
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MORE INFORMATION

The information contained in this document 
is of a general nature only and does not 
constitute legal advice.


